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The National Space Agency (NSA) is preparing to send a space crew on the
first manned mission to the planet Mars. 'Thisis a historic and vital mission
for not only the NSA, but also for all of mankind. Scientists expect that data
gathered on this mission will help them develop new strategies to combat
global warming and pollution. Some people believe that this mission may
also open the possibilities for humans to start a colony on Mars. NSA must
choose a captain for this 3-year mission. Write an argument in support of
one candidate rather than the other based on the following criteria:

Criteria 1: The captain should have the knowledge and experience to make
sure the mission completes its scientific research goals.

Criteria 2: The captain should have the charisma and personality necessary
to attract positive publicity to this space mission. Itis necessary to gain wide
understanding and public support for this expensive pro;ect and also to secure
future funding from politicians.

Candidate 1:. Albert Jones, Ph.D.

Professor Jones is a 45-year-old, African-American male. He earned his
doctorate in the field of Aerospace Engineering and has been teaching the
subject for the last 10 years at the Umversﬂ:y of Colorado. He also has a
Master’s of Business Administration (MBA) degree specializing in Marketing
Management, and in the past worked for a large advertising agency. His
current work at NSA involves the development of rocket engines that use less
hydrogen fuel. Professor Jones has a reputation of being a soft-spoken
communicator and a consensus builder. Colleagues say that he is very kind
and soft-hearted, and that he has already adopted 5 homeless dogs.

Candidate 2: Alice Kim, M.D
Doctor Kim is a 55-year-old female of Korean ancestry. Dr. Kim received her
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‘medical degree from the famous John Hopkins Medical School with a

specialty in emergency medicine. She'also served in the United States Army
for 20 years as a flight surgeon caring for wounded American soldiers being
transported from Iraq and Afghanistan to U.S. hogpitals in Germany. Her
current research at NSA involves the treatment of injuries in a zero-gravity
environment. Since her days in the U.S. Army, Dr. Kim has been highly
respected for being very disciplined, tough and efficient. People who work

with her say that she can analyze situations very quickly, and that she gives

orders and instructions in a decisive manner.
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On January 1, 2025, a magnitude 7.5 earthquake off the coast of Alaska
generated a tsunami which inundated the coastal fishing town of Smallville.
At the peak of the tsunami, waves reached heights of 8 meters, and half of
the residences and buildings in Smallville were flooded by the tsunami. The
local fishing industry also sustained heavy damage. The fish processing
factory, the unloading docks, the salmon fleet and the refrigeration facilities
were all destroyed. The aquaculture salmon cages located in Smallville Bay
were also a total write-off. Despite the large property damages, loss of life
was relatively low, with 21 fatalities. Three people were fishermen who were

' trying to save their boats, four were workers at the unloading docks, and the
other fourteen was a group of students and teachers who were riding a boat
to observe the fishing industry in Smallville Bay.

The Smallville City government is considering plans to build a memorial to
commemorate the tsunami. Write an argument in support of one plan rather
than the other based on the following criteria:

Criteria 1:° The memorial should have strong visual impact so that people
will have an emotional reaction and remember the tsunami. -

- Criteria 2° The memorial should be respectful to the people who survived
the tsunami and also to the families of the people who died in the tsunami.

Plan 1:. Boat on Roof of Shopping Center

The powerful tsunami lifted many of the boats that were docked at Smallville
Boat Harbor and carried them far inland. One particular boat, named the
“Mermaid”, was carried 1 kilometer inland and ended up propped up on the
roof of the Smallville Shopping Center. The “Mermaid” was a transportation
“water taxi”, and was 15 meters long and weighed 8tons. It was not the boat
in which the 14 students and teachers died, but it was a similar type of boat .
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and had a similar design. At the time of the tsunami, the “Mermaid” was 40
years old and in poor condition. It had many rusty parts and weather-worn
surfaces. In fact, it was scheduled to be scrapped. With respect to the
building, the roof of the 2-floor shopping center is about 7 meters high, and
the boat sitting on the roof is indeed a shocking sight. After the tsunami,
many cuxrious peoplé traveled to the shopping center to take photographs of
the boat on the roof. The shopping center is scheduled to be reopened in
early 2026 and proponents of this plan say that the boat on the roof will be
seen by many visitors, :

Plan, 2: Stone Art Object

Opponents to the “boat on the roof’ idea say that the boat will be an
unnecessary reminder of the 14 students and teachers who were lost to the
tsunami. They propose that a sculptured stone art object be made and
installed in front of the mayor's office. They propose that the rock be taken
from the granite cliffs near Smallville Boat Harbor and that the artwork be
commissioned to sculptor Anne Givings. Ms. Givings is known throughout
the United States for her abstract pieces of art which fetch prices up to 1
million dollars. She was born and raised in Smallville, but now lives in Los
Angeles. Because of her connection to Smallville, she is willing to create the
object for free. Ms. Givings’idea for the sculpture is a giant salmon jumping

upstream. She says that it would convey a message of life overcoming
barriers.
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The island nation of Tuatua is located in the South Pacific Ocean near New
Zealand. The land area of the island is about 1500 square kilometers and
the population is about 25,000 people. The Tuatua economy is based mostly
on tourism, fishing, aquaculture, and small-scale agriculture. The islands
enjoy a warm, tropical climate all year long, and the natives are very proud
of their Polynesian heritage and culture. They especially cherish their
traditional history of being a nation of seagoing warriors. The Tuatua
national government is in the process of choosing a national animal, and it
will hold a national referendum to allow the people to decide this issue.
Write an argument in support of one plan rather than the other based on the
following criteria: )

Criteria 1: The animal will also become the national mascot. It should
have gualities and significance that represent the nation’s people, its
geopolitical situation, and its history and traditions.

Criteria 2: The government wants to make and sell merchandise related to
the national mascot.

Plan 1:. Tuatua clam

Natives of Tuatua have eaten Tuatua clams since ancient times, and the name
of the island originated from the fact that the clams are plentiful in the low
tidal zones of the island’s coastal areas. It is said that these clams have a
38% meat to shell ratio and that the clams have a “delicate, sweet aroma of
fresh kelp and toasted noxi”. It has been estimated that the average Tuatua
citizen eats 80 kilograms of Tuatua clams each year, and it is a favorite dish
when families gather for the holidays. In terms of economic significance,
Tuatua clams comprise about 50% of Tuatua’s aguacultural product, and the
clam fishery employs about 700 people. The shells of Tuatua clams are white
in color and have a smooth texture. Almost all Tuatua children are taught
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to draw faces on the empty Tuatua clam shells to make dolls for the Tuatua
holiday season. ‘

Plan 2: Tuatua owl

The Tuatua owl grows to a size of about 34 to 42 centimeters in length. Iis
feathers are colored brown and buffy-white with darker brown streaks.
They are most active at dawn and dus]ls,‘but can sometimes be seen flying at
midday. They are usually seen hunting in grasslands, but also inhabit
forests. They are great hunters and are known to eat mice, small birds, frogs,
lizards, and snakes. Tuatua legend says that it was a Tuatua owl that
showed the first people the location of the island, and the owl is revered asa
god and guardian spirit by Tuatua natives. In fact, it is said that if a person
sees a Taatua owl in the morning, he will have good-luck the rest of the day.
Unfortunately, the Tuatua owl is an endangered species, and scientists
believe that there are only about 55 owls left on the island.
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