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Osaka Gakuin University 2026-2027 Fall Semester
Understanding Japanese in Movies

Students are expected to submit the required assignments.

Attendance

Instructor

Ryosuke MASUDA

E-mail: rmasuda@ogu.ac.jp
Class Hours: Thursdays 13:30 - 15:15
Office: 01-04-06

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 13:30-15:15
Subject code: 2017

Attendance is required. Students must contact the instructor
if they will be absent from class. If attendance drops below
80%, no grade will be assigned. Being late 3 times counts as
1 absence.

Evaluation

Course Outline

Using the movie "Spirited Away" (directed by Hayao
Miyazaki) as teaching material, we aim to improve our
listening skills in Japanese and deepen our understanding of
Japanese culture. Although the Japanese in "Spirited Away"
is spoken at a speed close to that of everyday conversation,
it is pronounced clearly and is relatively easy to understand.
In class, along with listening practice, some important
expressions will be picked up and practiced each time. Also,
Spirited Away incorporates many of Japan's old views of
nature and beliefs.

Students are expected to have at Ileast intermediate
Japanese proficiency and proactively participate in class.

Students will be evaluated as outlined below.

Reports (3) 20% x 3
Attendance 15%

Homework/Assignments 15%
Class Participation 10%

Course Schedule

Resources

"Spirited Away" (directed by Hayao Miyazaki)
Handouts will be provided as needed.

Coursework

Week 1  Class outline/Housing conditions in Japan
Week 2 Asuka Period Stone Structures

Week 3 Japanese Deities

Week 4 Hot Springs and Banquet Culture

Week 5 System of Apprenticeship

Week 6 Japan’s River Pollution Issues

Week 7 Flowers and Sense of Season

Week 8 Japanese Views on Japanese People
Week 9 Abe no Seimei and Onmyoji (Spiritual

Practitioners)




Week 10
Week 11
Week 12
Week 13

Kenji Miyazawa’s “Night on the Galactic Railroad”
Japanese Views on Reincarnation

Dragons and Rivers

Japanese “"Omamori” Amulets




