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2025-2026 FALL SEMESTER

JAPANESE FOR SPEAKERS OF
OTHER LANGUAGES (JSI-) Compulsory for all students

1001 JSL 1 (Introductory Japanese)

This is a one semester course for those students who have no prior experience studying
Japanese. Students will learn fundamental Japanese required for everyday life. The focus will be
listening and speaking; however, the course will also aim to introduce fundamental reading and
writing skills.

1002 JSL 2 (Beginner Japanese)

In this course, students will learn fundamental grammar structures and will be encouraged to
speak actively in a variety of everyday situations. Once students have mastered reading and
writing Hiragana and Katakana characters, they will be introduced to basic Kanji to help them
take interest in everyday language around them. Students will also deepen their understanding
of Japanese culture and customs through using their Japanese in various situations.

1003 JSL 3 (Elementary Japanese)

This course is intended for students who have already learned some basic grammar (masu, te,
ta, dictionary, negative and plain forms), and gives students a good balance of the four skills of
speaking, listening, reading and writing in order to communicate accurately in Japanese in

everyday life.

1004 JSL 4 (Intermediate Japanese)

This course is suitable for N2 level students. Students will learn intermediate grammar and
build up solid grammar skills. Students will also be able to extend their speaking, listening,
reading and writing abilities holistically through contact with media such as newspapers and

videos.

1005 JSL 5 (Advanced Japanese)

This course is suitable for students who have passed level N1 of the Japanese language
proficiency test or are of a similar level. Students will aim to acquire proficiency of advanced,
natural Japanese through not just text books but also practical application such as compositions
and oral presentations.

Contact Hours: Total 150 hrs (10 hours per week)
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JAPANESE STUDIES COURSE (JSC) Elective classes

1034 Japanese Business Culture and Practice J. Kirihara

This is a practical business course for those who are interested in the structure of the
Japanese kaisha and want to acquire effective strategies for cross-cultural
communication in the Japanese business organizations. Through various examples of
cultural facts and encounters, students will be able to discover why Japanese think and
behave the way they do in business settings.

1035 The Power of Japanese Pop Culture Y. Kanemura

This course focuses on learning how Japanese Pop Culture became a cultural icon in
both Japan and Asia, and how it is currently expanding its territory to the global sphere.

We will deal with how Japanese Pop Culture and their related industries have created
new social movements and influenced Japanese civil society by analyzing various
themes and contents.

1041 Labor, Gender and Society in Japan A. Takahashi
This course aims to discuss topics such as the supply of labor and population aging,

women in the labor market, human capital, the wage structure and gender wage gap,
labor market discrimination, relative poverty, and gender and leadership in Japan.

2051 Japanese Society and Culture M. Mesropyan
This course offers an in-depth exploration of the intricate web of customs, etiquette,
and social norms that shape the vibrant tapestry of Japanese society. By the end of this
course, students will have a comprehensive understanding of Japanese customs,
etiquette, and social norms. They will be equipped with the knowledge and skills
necessary to engage with Japanese culture respectfully and effectively, whether in a
personal or professional context.

1046 Economy, Business, and Sustainability in Japan K. Mori
This course aims to provide fundamental ideas of business, economy, and sustainability
in the Japanese context. We conduct an international comparison and take a global
perspective. We discuss diverse topics in business study, economics, and sustainability
science. After a lecture, students will have opportunities to conduct some workshops
and group projects. This course takes a participation approach. Thus, making class
contributions significant.

Please ensure that you read the rules regarding course registration for elective

courses at the end of the document.
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1047 Contemporary Business Operations in Japan B. Nghiém-Phu

This course provides students with fundamental knowledge of Japanese business

operations from different perspectives, including customers, providers, and offerings.
Students participate in projects and fieldwork to analyse current business activities in
Japan using various theoretical approaches, such as marketing, logistics, and
management.

1048 Japanese Animation: Theory and Case Studies K. Hung.
The goal of this course is to provide detailed knowledge about the history and
techniques of animation, with a particular focus on Japanese anime, while also
explaining the cultural background behind them. The course will be divided into two
parts. In the first half, we will mainly discuss the definition, history, and techniques of
animation, giving students a general understanding of how animation/anime are created,
and how it differs from live-action films especially as the boundary between the two has
become increasingly blurred in recent years. The second half of the course will focus on
case studies of several famous Japanese animation directors, covering not only hand-
drawn but also (flash and) puppet animation, which remains relatively unfamiliar to
many international students.

Contact Hours: Total 45.5 hrs
2 classes per week / 105 minutes each

JAPANESE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES (JSP)  fjective classes

2017 Understanding Japanese in Movies intermediate R. Masuda

Using the movie "Spirited Away" (directed by Hayao Miyazaki) as teaching material,
we aim to improve our listening skills in Japanese and deepen our understanding of
Japanese culture. Although the Japanese in "Spirited Away" is spoken at a speed close
to that of everyday conversation, it is pronounced clearly and is relatively easy to
understand. In class, along with listening practice, some important expressions will be
picked up and practiced each time. Also, Spirited Away incorporates many of Japan's old
views of nature and beliefs.

Please ensure that you read the rules regarding course registration for elective

courses at the end of the document.
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1012 Reading Comprehension and Writing Skills M. Yuki

lower-intermediate to intermediate

This reading comprehension and writing class enables students to write on a variety
of topics in Japanese and comprehend texts containing intermediate level Kaniji.
Instruction will also be given on the correct usage and writing of Kanji.

1015 Japanese Composition Writing M. Fukui
upper-intermediate to advanced

This class is geared towards upper-intermediate to advanced students. This class aims
to teach students how to properly express what they want to say in written form. Using
upper-intermediate/advanced grammar, vocabulary, and expressions, students will
create compositions on familiar topics. Class discussions, reading comprehension, and
grammar necessary for composition will also be included.

1050 Japanese Communication Skills J. Nakatsuji

lower-intermediate to intermediate

This is a conversation class geared towards lower-intermediate students. Through
various activities and role-playing scenarios, students will learn practical Japanese for
daily conversation. Students will learn how to express their own thoughts and opinions,
with the goal of communicating smoothly with Japanese people, as well as, gaining an
understanding of Japanese culture.

Contact Hours: Total 22.75 hrs
1 class per week / 105 minutes each

Please ensure that you read the rules regarding course registration for elective

courses at the end of the document.
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THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN
REGISTERING FOR ELECTIVE COURSES

e Shopping Week
"Shopping Week" will be held from September 8 - 12. Students should
take the first 1 or 2 lessons of all elective classes they are interested in.
Particularly for those interested in taking JSP courses, please be sure to
attend the first class. If you miss the first class for any reason, ensure that
you contact the teacher to receive any necessary reading materials or
worksheets.

¢ Final Selection
You must make your final selections by September 12. After this date,
you will no longer be able to pick up new classes.

e All students must register for at least 1 elective class.

2025-2026 Fall Semester Contact Information

Orientation Aug. 27 -29, 2025 Phone: +81-6-6381-8434 Fax: +81-6-6381-8499
Classes Sep. 1 ~ Dec. 19, 2025 E-mail: inoffice@ogu.ac.jp

*Elective classes run from Sep. 8 to Dec. https://www.ogu.ac.jp/english/int_exchange/ie_program/

12,2025 Osaka Gakuin University International Center
T 564-8511
2-36-1 Kishibe-Minami, Suita-Shi Osaka, Japan
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1034 Japanese Business Culture and Practice J. Kirihara
This is a practical business course for those who are interested in the structure of the

Japanese kaisha and want to acquire effective strategies for cross-cultural
communication in the Japanese business organizations. Through various examples of
cultural facts and encounters, students will be able to discover why Japanese think and
behave the way they do in business settings.

1035 The Power of Japanese Pop Culture Y. Kanemura

This course focuses on learning how Japanese Pop Culture became a cultural icon in

both Japan and Asia, and how it is currently expanding its territory to the global sphere.
We will deal with how Japanese Pop Culture and their related industries have created
new social movements and influenced Japanese civil society by analyzing various
themes and contents.

1041 Labor, Gender and Society in Japan A. Takahashi
This course aims to discuss topics such as the supply of labor and population aging,

women in the labor market, human capital, the wage structure and gender wage gap,
labor market discrimination, relative poverty, and gender and leadership in Japan.

2051 Japanese Society and Culture M. Mesropyan
This course offers an in-depth exploration of the intricate web of customs, etiquette,

and social norms that shape the vibrant tapestry of Japanese society. By the end of this
course, students will have a comprehensive understanding of Japanese customs,
etiquette, and social norms. They will be equipped with the knowledge and skills
necessary to engage with Japanese culture respectfully and effectively, whether in a
personal or professional context.

1046 Economy, Business, and Sustainability in Japan K. Mori
This course aims to provide fundamental ideas of business, economy, and sustainability
in the Japanese context. We conduct an international comparison and take a global
perspective. We discuss diverse topics in business study, economics, and sustainability
science. After a lecture, students will have opportunities to conduct some workshops
and group projects. This course takes a participation approach. Thus, making class
contributions significant.
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1047 Contemporary Business Operations in Japan B. Nghiém-Phu

This course provides students with fundamental knowledge of Japanese business

operations from different perspectives, including customers, providers, and offerings.
Students participate in projects and fieldwork to analyse current business activities in
Japan using various theoretical approaches, such as marketing, logistics, and
management.

1048 Japanese Animation: Theory and Case Studies K. Hung
The goal of this course is to provide detailed knowledge about the history and
techniques of animation, with a particular focus on Japanese anime, while also
explaining the cultural background behind them. The course will be divided into two
parts. In the first half, we will mainly discuss the definition, history, and techniques of
animation, giving students a general understanding of how animation/anime are created,
and how it differs from live-action films especially as the boundary between the two has
become increasingly blurred in recent years. The second half of the course will focus on
case studies of several famous Japanese animation directors, covering not only hand-
drawn but also (flash and) puppet animation, which remains relatively unfamiliar to
many international students.
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